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1. In his keynote address before the Central Committee of the SED on 13 June 1951,
the Seeretary Ceneral of the Party, Valter Ulbricht, in commenting upon the
outcome of the plebiscite apainst remilitarization, stated that the yes-vote
should not be considered a mere peace vow but an expression of the will to
fight German imperialism. This post-plebiscite attempt to interpret the vote,
despite the fact that yes-votes had been solicited ag a manifestation of a
desire for peace, as an expression of preparedness to bear arms, if need be,
in the fight apainst German imperialism, signifies an important step in the
develomment of SED agitation toward readylng the population of the DIR for
war. The overvhelming majority of those who cast yes—votes nover intended to
place themselves on record as favoring a crusade against Gerasn imperialism.
Ulbricht's assurance that the peace forces have already gained a decisive
victory in the first battle against German imperialism will not persuade the
population that their vote in fact served the purpose for which it was interded.

2, There are rmmerous indications that the SED's peace agitation campaipn has
become ensnared in the coils of its inherent contradictions. The leoadership
of the SED realized that the plebiscite's leitmotif, opposition to remili--
tarization in all of Germany, would have completely lost its attraction the
moment the Party even hinted that remilitarization measures had been taken in 25X1
the DDR. Such an admission would have unavoidably resulted in removing all
restraint in popular discussion of the mmerous and only thinly veiled mili-
tarization moves known to have taken place in the Last Zone.

25X I |ewn a partisl admission would have deprived the SED of what Jittle
popular support it still enjoys in the DDR. For this reason Ulbricht, even

in his speech on 13 June 1951, blandly maintained: "There is no remilitariza-

tion in the DIR",

25X1 3. | [the problem of changing from peace agitetion to
a preparedness canpaipn is bound 4o be one of the most difficult for the SED
Politbiiro to solve, and Ulbricht?s latest disavowal of DDR remilitarization
proves that the solution has not as yet been fournd.

L. Several months ago Politbilro member Fred Oelssner, addressing the student body
of the SED Rarl lfarx Academy, cxpressed concern that the Party's fight for
peace had assumed pacifist characteristics. In the same address, Cclssner
stated that the slopan "Sclmelisst die .affen in die Zlbe" (throw the ayms into
the Dlbe Niver) will have to be dropped,; because "we can male good use of
tanks”. In his speech of 13 June, Ulbricht decried the slogan "Ohne uns",
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because it will not preserve veace. Instend the slogan MAt uns dsgegen®
saonld be adonved, ¥

25X1

5. A renresentative segnent of SED functionaries at the Karl larx Acadeny e:ve
wressed the following views on the advisability of lounching a preruredness
campaign at the present tine:

a. Current rwucs agitation slogans, especially in view of Western Cerman
relitical developments, carry greater welght thas would an ocubrighi
declorstion that the DDR now must prepare for war. Such a drasiie changs
in the agitation line would be ovnosed by the population,

b. The East Zome norulation, im all its strata, is by no neans suare, let
alone reconciled to the fact, that in a new war it will have to fight
on the side of the Soviets, .

¢, Despitc the fact that the East German ropulation is mentally unnrepared
for the outbresk of war at this tire, tie weace campaign cannot be dise
continued, Discontinualion wo 1d resuls in the i mediate logs of the
Party's most important allies, unrelizble though they nay bes the cosmo-
politaus (Weltblirger), Friends (Quakers), and racifist ory nizations, as
well ac larpge rarts of the DDR population.

d. If ver btreaks out, the SED rnay have to relincuish rersmasion and use
force. Admittedlv, an army of volunteers is to be -referred to a con-
scripted nrmy, yet no creat illusions should be entertained regarding
the number of volunteers. In this resnect only SED members and nart of
the IDJ eould be relied upen, :

25X1 6. | lthe creation of new agitation slogans by the SAD Palitbliro
in the near future. They will be based upon the SED's rrinecipa) thesss re-
garding the revival of German imperialism and the threat to Western and
‘Bastern Eurone voscl by an alliance betwesn German and American inperialism.
They will state in effeet that ‘he DDR, the Feorle's Demoeracies and the
USSR are directly threatened and that security measures will have to be taken,

25X1

* |:I.§21ﬂ9!‘_§‘ The "Ulme unc" <lopan ecar.ies ihe germ of -acifism. It can
‘be curnirved as meaning: no mass demons.r.. f-ne apainst the Bomn government,
no share !n the military nreparedness rrogram ot the LDR, uv Jriendship with
the USSR, 1ihe "t uns dagegren® slogan, cn t.e other hand, implies entering
the fight agains -~ Iitardization Ain league with the forees of reace. In
25X1 sumration, | ["Abrieht's statement a tacit admission that the
SED fears that "Ohne uns* it become the rallying cry for a strong anti.
Cemmunist movement,




